
Easter Homily 2017 

Easter is the greatest gift and we are witnesses!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Magnificence of the Church Refurbishment!  Applaud!   
Next week after the 10:30am Mass we will host a Thankyou reception for our 

painters and committee members who created this beautiful expression of 

God’s glory and love for the People of God.  See the bulletin insert 

highlighting the refurbishment project.  Thanks to all who made this possible 

and everyone’s generosity!   Applaud!   

 
It was late one night. Seamus had been out with some of his friends and he was 
in a hurry to get home, because he knew his wife would be upset with him. He 
was also on foot, so he decided to take a shortcut through the cemetery. Since It 
was dark, and he had a hard time seeing, he tripped over a pile of dirt next to an 
open grave. He fell right in to the open grave and was knocked out cold. The 
next morning the sun came up, and so did Seamus, and as he looked around as 
to where he was, he said, “Well, what do you know, it’s the day of resurrection 
and I’m the first one up!”  
 

My last experience at my dentist with the hygienist and dentist witnessing my 

expression and saying WOW!  Fr. Jim!!!  WOW!!!    

 

It is sung or proclaimed in the ancient Easter Sequence or hymn:  “Speak, Mary, 

declaring what you saw!”  Speaking what one sees, observes, and hears is a good 

definition for being a witness.  Mary Magdalene was the first witness to the 

Resurrection, which is why she is called the “Apostle to the Apostles” and is 

patron of the Order of Preachers, the Dominicans.   

 

In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter proclaims that the disciples are 

to be witnesses.  They were “chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with 

Jesus after he rose from the dead.  They were to declare what they saw, observed, 

and heard during Jesus’ life, death and resurrection appearances.  Peter, who 

denied being part of Jesus’ company, became a powerful witness to Jesus.   

 

We are also called to witness our faith in Jesus Christ, since our lives have been 

hidden with Christ in God through baptism.  Our words, deeds, and attitudes of 

sincerity and truth make Christ’s presence known in our world today.  It is through 

the joy of sharing our faith.  When we speak and declare what we have seen, heard, 

known, and experienced of Jesus Christ, we share the joy of the faith and the 



power of the Risen Lords’ life, death and resurrection.  Speak! Declare!  Witness 

the power of the gospel!   

 

All powerful God, the God of all Creation, we give thanks for the gift of your Son, 

Jesus, and the new life you give through his resurrection.  Give us the courage of 

Mary, Peter, the other disciples and all, who have witnessed their faith throughout 

the ages, so that the world might believe in him and receive the greatest gift ever 

the newness life!     


